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FOR THE MAGAZINE, 


wer 
** Shall T be left abandon’d in the dust, 

When fate, relenting, lets the fower’s revive ? 
Shall nature’s voice to man alone unjust, 

Rid hin theveh deam’d to perish, hope to live? 
Is it for this fair virtue oft must strive 

With disappointment, penury, and pain? 

‘So: Heaven's immortal spring shall yet arrive, 

ight thro’ the eterna! year of love’s triumpbant reign.” 


ly was on one of those begutiful evenings in 


the month of September, when the atmosphere 
is neither disagreeably too warm nor too cool, 
that I sauntered forth after closing the business 
ol the preceding day to inbale the pure and re- 
jreshing air of the country, and in the mean 
lime to devote a few moments to that necessary 
reflection. ‘The weather was fair aud se- 
rene save now and thene grateful breeze would 
arise barely suihcient to agitate the almost mo- 
As it to make the evening still 
more delighiful and the landscape more pictur- 
esque, the fair empress of the night gracefully 
arose from her orient bed, and threw her silve- 
ry rays o’er nature’s scenery. A melancholy 
stiliness reigned around except now and then 
was heard the distant rumbling of a carriage 


s¢ iy 
uly, 


tionless trees. 


passing on the piers that conriect the city to the! 


’ 
i). 


izy.. My mind disposed at time: t 
ec saturnine than otherwise, which with the 
prospects around,threw me into a contemplative 
mood, and not perceiving the swifiness of time 
or the lateness of the hour, | strayed much far- 


ther than was previously intended, and before 


‘oO ha ra 


I was aware of it found myselfnear the walls of 


a beighboucing village church yard. The mel- 
ancholy yet pleasing state of my mind induced 
me to enter the sacred enclosure of the dead, 
and give indulgence to my feelings, 
lecting the mortal remains of a highly esteemed 
iriend were not long since deposited there, 
i improved the present opportunity to seek the 
spot where his relics lay. This after wander- 
ing from grave to grave I soon found by the 
marble monument erected io his memory by 


the hands of friendship and genuine aflection, | 
and the silvery moon as if to aid me threw her) 


rays directly on the face of the monument, 
where bending down I read with painful emo- 


tions the inscription engraved thereon to per-| 
peiuate the memory and character of the de- 


ceased husband, tather and friend. I then arose 
and leaning on the grave stone, gave loose to 
reilection, “Is it possible thought [, that this 
frien! of mine over whose grave | now drop the 
tear of affection, has sunk into endless oblivion ? 
Can it be that that mind so richly gifted by na- 
tures’s God, so well improved by education and 
possessing god-like attributes, has vanished into 
nothing? No, ao; it is impossible. It is con- 
tracey to that power, wisdom and goodness, so 
wonderfully conspicuous in all things around us. 
Man comes into this world, his body arrives soon 
at maturity, and then stops whilst bis mind or 
soui Is constantly progressing. It is vory evi- 
dent. and which we cannot but perceive that in 
mun there are two distinct principles. This we 


1. tcc oe Lae on ee 





lare conscious of, if we are conscious of any 
‘thing. The one principle bears him aloft to 
the regions of the intellectaal world, where he 
studies, reasons, reflects, investigates, invents, 
‘enjoys devotien and pleasures purely intellectu- 
ial, which the body alone is incapable of doing. 
|The other principle strive .». it were to fasten 
him to the earth,to grove’ *Seregn, to do every 
thing that is base and to be a continual slave to 
the tyranny of his passions. contrary to the dic- 
tates of the former principe. How these two 
principles are connected, bow the one exists 
when separated from the other, and what its 
form is, are questions which finite man cannot 
answer. Even the nature of these two princi- 
ples or substances is entirely unknown to us, 
and we know no more of the nature of the one 
which we momently see, than we do of the na- 
ture of the other which to us is invisible. Names 
as signs of our ideas are affixed to them to dis- 
tinguish them, but these names do not determine 
their intimate natures. This wonderful world 
abounds with indissoluble questions. Where is 
the man, capable of explaining the principles of 
electricity, magnetism, aod gravity, though their 
effects are visible. The natare of fire that 
}common element whose dreadful effects are of- 
‘ten wofully experienced, is unknown to us.— 
| Maiter and mind, we are momently conversant 
‘with but we know no more of their intimate es- 

ncos or patures thin w«doof the principles 
| of electricity, magnetism, and gravity, or the 
nature of fire. Philosophers may explaim their 
properties and operations, but their penetra- 
tion though greai can inform us no further.— 
| We have, itis thought, sufficient reason, to be 
‘lieve the soul, mind, or rational substance with- 
‘in us is a single avd indivisible principle, and 
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that its nature and properties are diametrically | 
‘opposite to all possible combinatiors of matter. | 
and recol-|In fact we are conscious of this internal princi-| and so deeply impressed is this expectation on 


ple which performs ali those operations regard- 
|ed by us as acts of the mind. We cannot con- 
ceive of amere machine being capable of think- 
‘ing and reasoning. ‘The materialist may say, 
|perhaps that “thonght is one of the hidden 
properties of matier,” but it is a mere bold as- 
'sertion which he cannot support by sound rea- 
soning. We only know things from the ideas 
which we form of them. For instance, the idea 


compound of parts divisible and shapen—a sub- 
stance extending in various dimensions. But we 
have no idea of our thinking faculties haying 
either parts, configurations or colour, or a sur- 
fuce, sides, or motion Neither can it be con- 
ceived, how thought can spring from matter.— 


Is it not clear that rt is the soul that seffers pain ) 1 ; | 
vision for him at atime when he most needs his 


and not the body? For arrange matter as you 
please, compound it, discomponnd it, dissolve it 





‘very idea cf annihilation. 
of matter presents nothing to our minds but a} 


~~ — —— 





your body alone that suffers then why has not 
matter sensation—why can it not suffer pain and 
enjoy pleasure, or why cannot a man’s body 
have sensation when deprived of the soul or 
principle which gave it animation. This you 
will say is impossible. If so, then it is the soul 
that suffers pain and enjoys pleasure but not the 
body. A man dies as we usually say when his 
bodily frame, by old age or other causes is ren- 
dered incapable of action. That which gave 
his body life, namely, sensation, se!f-motion, 
pain, pleasure, thought, reason and will, in one 
word the soul is gone, nothing but the motion- 
less body remains, ‘The body continues for ma- 
ny days in the same form it had when possessed 
with the animating principle. The eyes con- 
tain the same quantity of matter in the same sit- 
uation and shape, and therefore we draw this 
conclusion, that man has within him ap imma- 
terial substance or principle which gives motion 
and animation to the body and the eye, and 
without this principle the body cannot move nor 
the eye see. But is this principle or soul im- 
mortal, Man, finite man has a limited compre- 
hension, be therefore cannot comprehend any 
thing that is unlimited. We cannot conceive 
that a spirit can die. Man, we have said has 
two distinct principles. Why should the disso- 
lution of the one bring on that of the other. A 
man’s body deprived of the animating principle 
in a course of time crumbles intu dust, yet this 
dust or matter is not annihilated. Then if th? 
matter of no importance is not annihilated what 
reason have we to suppose that that far more 
essential and all-important substance, man’s im- 
material principle, that which only entities him 
to the name of man, and the only part of him 
worth preserving, is annihilated, vanished into 
nothing. Inman is implanted a strong hope or 
expectation of a future state of endless duration, 


the hearts of men, that the greatest purt of man- 


‘kind firmly believe this expectation will ceriain- 


ly be realized, and at the same time as firmly 


reject the horrid doctrine of the non-existence 
‘ina future state of the mivd or soul. 


Why 
should the hope or expectation of a future life 
be implanted in man if it is never to be realized, 
or why should he evince so much horror at the 
Would that power 
whose wisdom is so visible in the smallest as 
well as in theegreatest works of creation, have 
practised on a creature sv feeble as man, a de- 
ception so horrible, a deception at which ihe 
mind sickens and turns from with disgust. Would 
that power who upholds the universe and pro- 
vides man with every thing sufficient to promote 
his happiness in his present siate; make no pro- 


assistance and protection. Had man been cre- 


by whatever process you think proper, analyze lated only for this life, is it vot very probable, 


it, sublimate it, draw out its fixed air or its phio- | 
giston, torture it as long as you will, you can} 


have no idea that it suffers pain or enjoys plea- 
sure. Simple matter, or matter sep rated from 
the soul or animested substance which gave it 
life has no sensations. You stub your body with 
a sword, or bura your foot, it causes pain. 
‘it your body or your soul that suilers? If it is 





Is | ave oeen governed bey 


because it would be more agreeabie to the har- 
mony, simplicity and perfection, evinced in na- 
ture’s works. that he would have had-no idea 
or expectation of a future life, and that his hopes 
and desires would have beea copfived to this pre- 
seni life, and lize tlie beasts w the forests, would 
ustinct rather than by 


. 


| reason, and like them would have had nao ab 


_ 
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"tract ideas entirely inteHeetual ; suck as the ideas of 
being, of order, of possibility, of good, of evil, of devo- 
tion and of religion, &c. His situation here is appar- 
ently incomplete. He seems destined to act in a bet- 
ter and higher sphere where the noble faculties of his 
fonl can freely expand, uncloged by that body which 
it now inhabits. How many instances we have of the 
souls or minds of men being active and sound whilst 
their bodies at the same time are almost worn out by 
disease ot old age. What is that which supports man 
under the most excrutiating pains with a composure } 
and firmness truly wonderful. Go to the wilderness | 
and witness the poor captive Indian serrounded by bis 
enemies, sustaining the most cruel tortures, and at the 
same time heroically challenging his persecutors to en- 
hance his torments. Whatis it that thus nobly sup- 
ports man under all his trials, but an immortal soul that 
bravely and glorieusly triumphs over matter. Dispel 
tly dowbts and fears, O man, and place snbounded 
confidence in the Supreme Director of all things, whose 
power, wisdom and goodness thou hast had no cause to 
Go onand do thy duty which thou well 
knowest. Cleave to that which is right, and shun that 
which is wrong, and when thy body shall be mingled 
with its mother earth, thy soul shall take its flight to 
the blissful realms of everlasting day.” 

The village clock struck ten. It aroused 
my meditative posture, and with a mind calm and re- 
‘veshed, I returned te my lodgings in the city. 

MURRAY. 


doubt of. 


me from 


a ___ 


FOR THE MAGAZINE, 


sn 
RULES. 

FOR THE INTERPRETATION OF THE SCRIPTURES. 

WHEN an objector to the doctrine of universal grace 
means to exhibit his principal reasons against it, he will 
incet us with texts which contain some real or suppos- 
ed denunciation of the law against sinners, which, with 
tuch confidence, he will oppose to the doctrine in 
question. You will hear parables adduced, as em- 
bracing strong testimony against the salvation of the 
world; and they will be proposed wath the exulting 
question, ** What will you do witb these parables?” 
Now, granting the utmost sincerity to such as proceed 
in this manner, | still feel o strong persuasion of the 
;mprepriety of their mode of reasoning, and of the fu- 
tility of the objections connected with this scheme. | 
am convinced, that the scriptures, as a system, can 
never be understood nor interpreted, unless we confine 
ourselves to some primary, acknowledged truths, which 
shall form the basis of all reasoning. Out of these prin- 
ciples all rales of interpretations should be formed. 
And if such roles were followed, it is my opinion, that 
our opposers would discover the weakness of their ob- 
jections. In short, that, in arguing against us, they 
would learn to take a different course ; they would be- 
gin where they generally end, which in most cases, 
would be doing exactly right. It is conceived, that an 
attention to the following rules, would prevent much 
error, and correct many existing mistakes. 

First. Never assume as a truth, whai is not obviously 
contained in a text. The practice of drawing supposed 
truths from a passage by implication, though often re- 
serted to, and in some cases allowable, is still liable to 
many objections. The ideas, supposed to be implied in 
a text, are more frequently drawn from the mind of 
the interpreter, and unraturally associated with the 
text, than obvieusly found in it, or in connected pas- 
sages. From him, a proposition will be urged, as con- 
tained in a portion of scripture, which is yet a mere as- 
sumption. Whole sermons have been written on such 
absurd notions, and whole folios published, with no 
better foundation. As an example under this rule, 
take the common explanation of the threatening to 
Adam, ‘Sin the day thou eatest thereof, thou shalt 
surely die.” Interpreters have discovered in these 
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words the denunciation of endless misery. But the 
process, by which they arrive at this idea, equally mili- 
tates agdinst the text, as against the above rule; at 
least, the idea of eternal misery is not embraced in the 
passage. The interpreter contends, that as sin is an 
infinite evil, (which is but another assumption to aid 
the preceding) it demands an infinite penalty; and 
hence concludes, that nothing short of endless con- 
demnation can be denounced in those words. It is by 
these and similar means, that the doctrine of eternal 
death has obtained credit in the world. So a counsel- 
lor for the government, in the case of a man indicted 
for a crime, for which the Jaw had not denounced 
death, might insist much upon the aggravations of the 
crime, and declare, that mothing short of death could 
satisfy justice, and indeed that the law MEANT death 
as the penalty,and thagit rmpiirs as much. The coun- 
sel for the prisoner uld refer him to the law itself, 
and desire him to limit his views by its equitable provi- 
sions. The judges would not be willing to hang a man 
by implieation only. And should the public accuser 
centinue to urge his plea against the offender, on such 
principles, the court would prebably command him to 
sit down. 

Second. Vo interpretation of scripture should eppese 
any known, established principle of natural or revealed 
religion. The examples and remarks under this rule 
shall be brief. It is acknowledged as a principle of re- 
ligion, natural and revealed, that God is infinitely wise. 


If then, we should find a text, a literal construction of 


which should convey a contrary idea, we must know, 
that the literal interpretation is not the true one, be- 
cause it contradicts an established principle of all the- 
ology. We admit also, that God is spontaneously, in- 
finitely, and upchangeably good. Keeping this princi- 
ple in view, if any portion of scripture should be so in- 
terpreted, as to oppose it, we cannot but reject the in- 
terpretation for one which better comports with the 
above truth. If such an interpretation has been con- 
secrated by antiquity, and sanctioned by names, great 
and renowned in the church, we must still reject it; 
for antiquity cannot sanctify error, and ** great men 
are not always wise.” 

Third. Explain and enforce the law, only tn subor- 
dination and subserviency to the gospel; that is, con- 
sider treatenings as subservient to promises, and in no 
case as having a power to invalidate them. Inatten- 
tion to this rule has been productive of numerous errors ; 
and while it has confused and disturbed the minds of 
men, it has exhibited the bible as at variance with itself. 
If it is wrong to teach a doctrine that ‘* makes void 
the law through grace,” it is equally so to preach ** the 
law against the promises of God.”’ A correct interpre- 
tation of scripture rests upon a due medium, between 
these two extremes. Thus, a man may be a preacher 
of the gospel, while he denounces all ‘* the judgments 





when the child violates parental authority. Neither 
will any punishment, which benevolence can dictate, 
make void the prior covenant, which conveys the gift. 
We have here, the means of learning the conuexion be - 
tween the law and the gospel, and how subservient the 
first is to the last; inasmuch, as the bestowment of an 
estate would render a law necessary, as a mean to 
qualify the heir to enjoy the gift, when he shonld come 
toage. We also find that a Jaw, in such a case, would 
not oppose the provisions of the pre-existing covensnt, 
hy which 
he was taught to interpret the dispensation of he oven 


Che psalmist was in possession of this rule. 
when they were of an aflictive nature. ** Jf his chifd- 
ren forsake my law. and walk not im my it deine nts : if 
they break my statutes, 
ments ; then will! visit their transgressions with the 


and keep not my command- 
rod, and-their iniquities with stripes. Nevertheless. 
my loving kindness will | not atterly take from him. nor 
cause my faithfyglness to fail.” ¥ 


——— 


FOR THT. MAGAZINE 
owns 
TO THE REV. CLERGY, 

WHO NOLD FORTH TO THE PEOPLE. THAT TAE FATHER 
OF OUR SPIRITS DESIGNS THE FNDLESS TORMENT 
OF A LARGE PORTION OP THE HUMAN PAMILY, 
No. Ill. 


Rev. Sins,—In this number, I beg liberty, to cali 
your aitention to a serious consideration of what you 
The 
doctrine which is the subject of these numbers, suppos- 
es that little children, even infants, are totally depras 


have maintained concerning LITTLE CHILDREN. 


ed and deserve endless condemnation by reason of the 
first sin ever committed by man; and that they not on- 
ly deserve this woful end, but that millions of them are 
now in hell aud must there remain eternally for what 
Adam did. In perfect harmony with this doctrine, some 
of you have been heard to say, in public, that hell is 
paved with the skull bones of infants! A hope is enter- 
tained, that you will not be offended that you are re- 
minded of this particular; nor harbour a thought that 
it is here alluded to, from an invidious desire to repre- 
sent you as cruel or hard hearted ; but from a motive 
which aims at the correction of what is believed to be 
an error not a little dishonourable to God, and greatly 
tormenting to man. 

The time is come, Rey. Sirs, that vou must be asked 
the question, whether your doctrine be agrecable to 
wholesome justice and to sound reason? Will you 
undertake to prove the rationality of the belief, that 
one individual deserves never ending torment for what 
another did thousands of years before he was born? 


| Now if you perfectly know that it is impossible toe 
| maintain the rationality of this notion, do you believe 
| that you will be able, finally to satisfy enlightened peo- 


written,” if he still keeps the promises in view; but if| ple, that your sacred office authorises you to explain 
he does not, and if, in denouncing judgment, he ex- | the scriptures of the word of God, in direct opposition 


ceeds what is ** written,’ he is not a preacher of iaw 
nor gospe] neither, in their true character. From these 
data we perceive the direct course to be pursued, to 
solve difficulties and answer objections. An objector 
will say, that the promises, as given to the patriarchs, 
seem to include all mankind ; and were there no sab- 
sequent threatenings, he could readily subscribe to 
your creed; but he knows not what to do with the 
many woes, denounced against the wicked. Such a 
man should possess St. Paul’s method of argument.— 
See Gal. iii. 17, ** And this I say, that the covenant, 
that was confirmed before of God in Christ, the law, 
which was four hundred and thirty years after, cannot 
disannul, that it should make the promise of none ef- 
fect.” If a parent gives an infant child an inheritance, 
and confirms the covenant in which the conveyance is 
made, this covenant, on the one hand, will not precinde 
the necessity of a Jaw, to regulate the child’s conduct, 
nor will it render useless the institution of severe pen- 
alties, in case of disobedience, nor the infliction of them 





to reason? You are asked if you have such positive 
proof of this unreasonable notion, as to fully justify you 
in asserting it? In one word, Sirs, do you know that 
itis true? Oris it, after all, nothing more than mere 
speculation? Do be so candid as to listen, for a mo- 
ment, to the question, whether you are acting the part 
of friends to God and man,by representing our heaven- 
ly Father to be infinitely more cruel than Molech. If 
the idolatrous Israelites were condemned, for offering 
their children to Molech, the abomination of the chil- 
dren of Ammon, causing them to pass through the fire 
to that idol, are you certain, that you will obtain the 
divine approbation for devoting millions and millions of 
tender infants to the flames of eternal torment? What 
were the suffermgs of those ancient victims, compared 
with the torments to which your doctrine devotes our 
liltle children in the eternal world? Do, Rev. Sirs, 
think seriously of the innumerable pangs of horror with 
which your preaching has pierced the tender hearts of 
bereaved fathers and mothers, and ask yourselves if 
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you can make your conduct, in this respect, to appear! resulted from my lenity to the fabricator of the letter, 
eonsistent with that of the blessed Saviour, who took or to him, who has so long made himself an accomplice, 
little children in his arms and blessed them, and said ; | after the act, by not acknowledging the falsehood in 
‘Sof such is the kingdom of heaven.” his beok, or by my confidence in his fidelity to make this 
Be assured, Sirs, he, who addresses you, in this sim- avowal, I am heartily sorry. If my reasons for forbear- 
pie arlless manner, harbours no hardness towards you; | ance are not amply saflicient, | hope they may, at least 
but he feels it to be his duty to call your attention to, in the view of your candid mind, extenuate the blame, 
these particulars relative to the doctrine you preach.— and render it venial. 
You acknowledge that you have got to give an account, | Perhaps it may be expeeted, I should notice the com- 
at the day of judgment for all you preach. Now if this: munication of Rev. Mr. Killam, though I do not per- 
be the case, and you are totatly unable to give any rea- ceive what bearing it has, interesting to me. I have 
sonable account now, for what you preach, how do you , bever questioned the existence of the letter, nor the 
A PARENT. | correctness of the copy. I have never, for a moment, 
~ ~~ ‘suspected either of the Editors, as its author. 1 have 
UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. | No doubt they have been just as much deceived, as | 
| have been abused. 
ROSTON, SATURDAY, APRIL 1, 1820. Now my dear sir, I hope we have brought this un- 
“ ; pleasant business to an amicable’ and final close. | 
KLIZA W 7S LETTER. | thank the Rev. Editer for his goodness in so promptly 
Wr are happy to have it in our power to present our; publishing my communications, and offering me further 


expect to do it then? 




















readers with the following communication from the Rey. a place in his pages, I thank you sir, for the respect- 
Dr. Parisa, by which the mystery concerning Eliza, fal and decorous style of your addresses. We have all 
W—"s letter seems to be in some measure opened.— | equal claims, to eur religious opinions and privileges, 


We are happy likewise to find the Dr. able to exonerate and I have endeavored, patiently and sincerely, to dis- 
himself from those imputations which are indicated in! pel from your mind that dismal opinion, which you 
caid letter; but if possible more bappy stil] in knowing | had so much reason to entertain. Permit me, only, the 
hereby that this Rev. Divine so justly condemns what | pleasure to add, that I am gratefully and respectfully, 
has been too much practised ia chambers of pining sick- | dear sir. Yours, &c. ELIJAH PARISH. 
OEE! 





ness. We sincerely hope that what has been publish- : 
ed, through error or wrong information, respecting this THINGS TO BE DESIRED. 


matter, may by no means, be the cause of any unchris-| WE desire to _ the immoral reformed, in respect to 
tian feelings in any one, but that it may be the means ll the variety of vice. What a lovely sight would this 
of reminding those who visit the sick and dying, that, be! No drunkards, no swearers, no liars, no thieves, 
censure and hardness accompanied with anathemas on | 20 busy bodies, meddling with other people’s matters, 


account of sincere religious sentiments, are things as 
contrary to the spirit of Jesus Christ, as they are to the 
dictates of humanity. 

The following queries stil] remain. Where is Mr. 
Jonathan French, that we may call on him? Did this 
man publish a letter signed ** Eliza Whipple,” when no 
such person lived in the vicinity alluded to? 

Byvienip, MARCH 23, 1820. 
TO BR**ee* 

Srr,—Severe sickness has so long prevented my re- 
plying to your respectful and reasonable remarks, on my 
not giving ‘ earlier information, concerning the pretend- 
ed letter of E. W.’ Though I should not be able to give 
you perfect satisfaction ; yet as 1 wish for as large a share 
of your approbation, as I may honestly claim, I will say 
what I am able, to extenuate the neglect. It was not 
till the last summer, that I ever heard of E. Whipple’s 
letter; then a friend sent me a pamphlet, entitled, 
**Great Truths ina little nut-shell,&c.”’ containing the 
better, with her name thus printed. ‘Tnis may satisfy 
the Rev. Editor how I knew her name was IV hipple.— 
Soon after, | wrote to Mr. Jonathan French, whose 
name was attached to the pamphlet, informing him bow 
false was the whole story. He civilly replied, ** Honor 
and justice require any explanation from me, which you 
may desire.”? I requested him to make it public in the 
Newburyport Herald; since which I have not heard of 
him. But not seeing the Herald regularly, and my heart 
bleeding with fatal sickness in my family, and not feel- 
ing deeply interested in the letter, for | could not be- 
lieve, that his book could travel far enowgh to do much 
mischief to any body, I did not attend, nor inquire, nor 
know, but he had made the acknowledgment, till a- 
wakened by your address, I inquired of the editor, and 
found he had neglected to do it. And though Mr. F. 
had informed me the letter had been published in the 
Gospel Visitant ; yet having no knowledge of that work, 
and supposing its circulation might be chiefly in this 
county and vicinity, where I was somewhat known, | 
still apprehended very little evil. But the moment I 
Jearned from your address to me, that the letter had 
been published in the Universalist Magazine, 1 was con- 
vinced a disavowal was necessary, and immediately 
wrote to the editor, or rather to you. If any evil bas 


'no envious persons, none hating one another, no con- 
i tention, no dishonesty, no idleness ; but all industrious, 
prudent, temperate, honest, friendly, loving one another 
with pure hearts fervently. While many are making 
their most fervent solicitations to every one to contri- 
bute a mite to enable missionary preachers to go to for- 
eign countries to convert the heathen to the belief that 
our Pather in heaven has predestinated the greatest 
part of them to endless misery, we beg the privilege of 
giving this hint to all classes of people, that they may 
realize how exceedingly bappy we ceuld all make our- 
selves, and save expense too, by being just what con- 
science and reason require. 

We desire to see the clergy ef all denominatiens take 
upon themselves the genuine meekness of the divine 
master, and lay aside their haughty spirit, come to- 
gether in the bonds ef peace and charity, and demon- 
strate that they love the NAME oF sEsus, better than 
those names by which they keep up a perpetual dis- 
fellowship among themselves and the people. What a 
lovely sight would this be! This would epen a direct 
communication of the waters of eternal life to every 
section of community, so that with joy we should draw 
water from the wells of salvation. O ye Rev. Clergy, 
consider how blest society would be, were you all 
walking together in the path of that wisdom which is 
full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality and 
without hypocricy ! 

We desire to see more honor and respect paid to our 
divine Father and benefactor, and less adulation to 
vain mortals, who are impious enough to recommend 
themselves more than they recommend tbe infinitely 
good! 

We desire to see al] classes of people, engaged in 
promoting the honor of the great Redeemer by practis- 
ing his precepts, and by placing unlimited confidence 
in his grace. Then would righteousness flow down 
our streets like a river, and thie knowledge of God like 
an overflowing stream ! 

A NECESSARY CAUTION, 

TAKE special care that you never allow yourself to 
be put out with a friend ; for by waiting until you 
have a perfect understanding of the whole matier, nine 
times out of ten, you will find that the seeming prov- 








ecation was 4 mistake, 





159 


LOOK ON THE OTHER SIDE. 

Ir is known among all men, that in order to judge of 
disputed matters, it is necessary to examine all that be- 
longs to the merits of the case on trial, and to be care- 
ful, in case a prepossession has taken hold of the mind, 
so that one side is favoured more than the other, to 
turn round and go seriously to work to look on the oth- 
er side. Now as our christian doctors have been edu- 
cated, from infancy, in the ungracious doctrine of par- 
tial election, and endless punishment, it seems reason- 
able to suppose that their education has created no 
small degree of prejudice in favour of this doctrine. In 
addition to this, we think it safe to reckon the constant 
labours, in which they have exerted themselves to 
maintain the opinion which they received by tradition. 
These labours natnrally tend to create a sort of pride 
of opinion, which when once permitted to sway the 
mind, strongly induces it not to yield to any convie- 
tions, much less to seek for them. In this situation, it 
seems that they are looking all the time on one side of 
a vastly important question. How then can they be 
considered impartial judges? They ought to look on 
the other side. What we have here suggested respect- 
ing our christian doctors, may in some measure, at least, 
be applied to the condition of people generally ; and 
therefore, we humbly request all, who have been edu- 
cated in the belief of a doctrine so dishonourable to 
our heavenly Father, as that of endless unmerciful pun- 
ishment, and who sti] retain such prejudices as are cal» 
7 to favour such a doctrine, to look on the other 
side. 








To Correspondents, 

‘“*T in reply to the remarks of ** Berean” in our 
last, is received, and shall have a place in our next. 

We have on file several poetical communications from 
‘6 B¥***#* >? and ** HermeES” which shall receive due 
attention. 

“« W***,” shall appear next week. 

‘*AN INQUIRER AFTER TRUTH,”’ informs us that not- 
withstanding his pious and honest endeavors to get rid 
of tradition, he is still shackled with the ‘* endless pun- 
ishment of the wicked, the last judgment, or Christ’s 
second coming, the new birth, and the sin against the 
holy ghost, &c. ; and wishes for some advice, through 
the medium of the Magazine. 

Though we feel but poorly able to give such an one 
advice, yet we can scarcely justify ourselves in refusing 
it. But we must give advice with caution, in this case. 

We should think it safe for one who feels his mind 
shackled with the endless misery of the wicked, to see 
to it, in the first place, that he is not wicked; and then 
ef course, he will be relieved from shis shackle. 

If he should fail in this attempt and be obliged to ac- 
knowledge himself a sinner after all, we should advise 
him to do as did such an one of old ; smite on his breast, 
and say in his heart, God be merciful to me a sinner. 
Should this method succeed, as we have reason to be- 
lieve it will, he is next advised to see if that same mer- 
cy which secures him is not as great a security for 
others. 

As to the rest of the particulars he is referred to are 
guments which the editor has published. 


_—— 

















MARRIED, 

In this town, by the Rev. Mr. Parkman, Mr. Richard 
Austin to Miss Mary P. Harris. 

By the Rev. Mr. Pierpogt, Mr. Warren Fisher to 
Miss Lucretia Buckman. 

By the Rev Mr. Eaton, Mr. William Timmings to 
Miss Jeanette Seaward. 


CEASE WE 
DIED, 

In Washington, March 22, of the wound received in 
a duel with Com. Barron, Com.STEPHEN DECATUR, 
of the U. S. Navy. 

In Dorchester, after a long and distressing illness, 
which she bore with christian fortitude and resignation, 
Mrs. Elizabeth Blackman, aged 64. 

In this town, Mr. Joseph Burbeck, aged 62.—Mr. 
Spencer Thomas, 33.—Mr. Thomas Bradlee, 34.—Mrs. 
‘ lizabetb Hutchinson, 63.—Mrs.. Eleanor Scovin, 53.— 
Mrs. Hannah Parker, 61.—Mrs. Rebecca Huxford, 50. 
Mrs. Elizabeth Quigley, 29. 

On Thursday morning hist, Miss Mearragrne L. 
Paitiwus, daughter of Mr. Samuel Phillips, aged 19.—— 
} unesal this afternoon at 4 o’clock.. 
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POETS’ CORNER. 





FOR THE MAGAZINE. 
anne 


Mr. Epiror,—Please insert the following, on the 
death of Mr. Davip B. Briss, mate of the brig Warb- 
ler, who died at St. Jago de Cuba, Oct. 15, 1819, a- 
ged 25; an obedient son,a kind and tender brother, and 
a faithful friend ; feeble indeed is the tribute, but tis 
friendship’s offering. 


FAR, far, from the home of his kindred and friends, 
And all that on earth he held dear, 

Mid strangers, the seamen his pilgrimage ends, 
And strangers’ tears water his bier. 


What tho’ no kind relative watch’d o’er his bed, 
When disease its poor victim laid low, 

On the bosom of friendship he pillow’d his head, 
And at home, will the tear sympathetic be shed, 
And affection shall long mourn the blow. 


Tho’ he ne’er shall again see his dear native land, 
Nor sweet welcome, the sailor shall greet, 

Yet when the last trumpet shall summon all hands, 
In the regions ABOVE they will meet. 





FOR THE MAGAZINE, 


THE LORD’S PRAYER. 
OUR Heavenly Father; hallowed Name, 
Obey’d in Heav’n; by earth the same. 
Give us our food—our sins remit 
Freely; as thus we others treat. 
Restrain when flesh would lead to sin, 
Save us from ills, without, within, 
for more is thine than we can pen, 
All worlds, pow’rs, glories, times; AMEN. 
ZUISTA. 


- - —_—— Eee ee 











FOR THE MAGAZINE. 


new 


Mr. Epiror,--Having witnessed many scenes of afflic- 
tion in which the pretended comforters were more intol- 
erable than the grief they attempted to witigate, and 
believing the case very common, an endeavour is here 
made to dissuade people from employing such unfeeling 
beings in their seasons of sorrow, and to induce them 
to trust in God unwaveringly in all the days of dark- 
ness and calamity. If curiosity would be gratified with 
the name of the minister and the place of his residence, 
they can be made known. 

DEATH. 


“ Run now, I pray thee, fo meet her, and say unto 
her, is it well with thee? is ut well with thy husband 2 
as ii well with the child? And she answered, it is well. 
And when ihe Lord saw her, he had compassion on her, 
and said unto her, Weep not.” 

WueEn death hath separated the dearest friends,when 
it has infused the bitterest potion into the cup ot afflic- 
tioa, when the wounded heart bleeds in its every fibre 
and seems ready to break with overwhelming calamity, 
how like a heavenly angel appears a messenger of con- 
solation, who turns the tears of -anguish into smiles of 
Joy, aud the shrieks of agony into songs of thanksgiv- 
ing. But how can the grief-worn heart endure rebuk- 
ing in this sorrowful season? How can the tortured 
soul sustain itself in this day of adversity, if the severi- 
ty of upbraiding is superadded to the pungency of grief? 
ls he a comforter who comes at such a time to give new 
barbs to the arrows of misfortune and fill the soul with 
speechless anguish? Is he a herald of good, who in 
such seasons of heart-rending woe pours gall and worm- 
wood into the bitter draught of sorrow? O my God! 
ean such-a being, civilized or savage, inhabit thy earth: 
Must we not look into the forests among the untutored 
beasts of prey? Indeed can such a monster exist ?— 
Yes. ben it must belong to the ferocious tribes of 
the desert. No, it belongs to the human tamily. ‘Then 
it must bea solitary iustance,occasioned by some delu- 
sive system of philosophy or some visionary theory of 


.jtion a keener point, then may his disciples go and do 
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nor does he worship the Grand Lama or pay his devo- ' 
(ions at the tomb of Mahowet. You astonish me, ' 
where will you find this imaginary savage? In the pro-. 
fessed followers of God’s dear Son, in the pretended | 
Can what you say be true? Is it 
possible any can name themselves after Christ, and yet | 
be so unlike him? JT would not have said this, had I 
not been poséessed of full information on the subject, 
and prepared to answer al. your inquiries. Death had | 
deprived a lady of her aged and amiable father, of her 
endeared and affectionate husband; an only child, a 
daughter remained, in whom she centered all her hopes, 
on whom she rested, and for whom life itself was sweet. 
The daughter was deserving of the mother’s love. Her 


ministers of Jesus 


form was graceful, her countenance engageing, her eye 
sparkled with intelligence and her heart was replete 
with every virtwe. The mildew of death lighted on 
this lovely girl, and withered her away to the coldness 
of the grave and the banquet of the worm. During the 
final scene, while the chillness of death was freezing up 
every avenue of life, while the eye was closing for the 
last time on the light of day and the hand employed in 
giving the parting squeeze, the minister of the place } 
comes in to rend the heart with fiercer pangs and drive 
it to distraction. With cold unsympathising look he 
gazes on the weeping circle, rebukes them for their 
tears,and wrings the mother’s soul with keener anguish. 
She, lorn and forsaken, reft of every hope, sees no con- 
soler left in earth or heaven, and therefore weeps as 
though each convulsive sob would burst her aching 
heart. The gathered friends attempt her consolation, 
but she, all thoughtless now of comfort, with eye un- 
moving gazes on her lifeless daughter’s cheek, and seems 
to send her soul in every look. That eye, once bright 
with joy and flashing keen with intellect, is lovely yet 
indeath. During this, the heartless man reproves her 
for her sorrows and mocks her for ber tears. Assures 
her God’s afficting rod is chastening her for crimes of | 
deepest crimson, and that the severity of the intliction 
will be increased, unless she yields to his directions. — 
The funeral comes, a day arrayed in sables and shrouds, 
and coffins up ber child. The weepers seated, wait to 
bear the soothing accents of consoling prayer, and mid 
the grave-like silence of the place expect to hear the 
gospel whisper peace. With hard unmeaning face, and 
heart of flint, he brims the flowing cup of grief, and 
rends with double agony the aching soul. They move 
toward the field of graves and lay the body in its nar- 
row dwelling, while the heart-broken mother remains 
unconscious of the passing scene, being completely en- 
grossed in recollections of the past. But did not 
this minister give her any solace, did he not attempt to 
console? He endeavcured to perpetuate her sorrow 
and augment its violence, because she was a Univer- 
salist, and trusted in God that her daughter had gone to 
rest. How can such a person call himself a christian ? 
Let us observe the conduct of Christ on similar occa- 
sions, and see what resemblance is discoverable. If he 
added sorrow to sorrow and gave the arrows of afflic- 





likewise, but if he was iuvariably a son of consolation, 
then must his followers be such. View Christ at the 
grave of Lazarevs, consoling the weeping sisters and 
mingling his tears with theirs. 
of reprehension ? 
feelingness ? 


Do you hear any word 
Do you see any lock of anger or un- 
He approaches the cave ; every heart is 
hushed with expectation and every eye looks up to 
witness some god-like deed. He lifts his voice to hea- 
ven in thankfulness to his Father that power was given 
him to confer so great a favour on man, then cries with 
a loud voice, Lazarus come forth, and the dead rises, 
Behold the astonishment! that cold inanimate form 
which had slept in death four days, becomes warm with 
life and bleshes with the hue of hesith. How were his 
sisters rejoiced, how were they auszed iv seeing their 
risen brother after he had left the damp and dreary 
voult of death. Let us consider the conduct of Christ 


at the funeral of the wiiow’s son. W lule this poor dis- 





religion. No, he neither believes in the ideal system, 


‘stood still. 


of her beloved son to their silent dweliimg and lament- 
ing his early departure, the Son of the Biessed arrives 
at the gate of the city and joins the procession, He 
accosts her in the language of affection, in the tranqui- 
lizing words of compassion, woman, weep not. He 
goes and touches the bier, and those who bare him 
And he said, young man, I say unto thee, 
arise. And he that was dead sat up, and began to 
speak. And he delivered him to his mother. How 
must her heart have pulsated with inexpressible joy, 
while her tears of sorrow were changed to tears of grat- 
itnde and she embraced her living son. More cases 
might be produeed to exemplify the duty of commiser- 
ating the distressed in their seasons of affliction, but 
these examples of Christ are sufficient to establish the 
idea in the strongest manner. These reflections are 
made particularly for the benefit of the destitute moth- 
er, but are also designed to give solace to al] who weep, 
by assuring them they are not foreaken of God. Let 
all who duly examine the resemblance between Christ 
and his pretended followers, and then judge righteous 
judgment. 
adorable master, and strive incessantly to make nearer 


If they earnestly endeavour to imitate their 


approaches to the excellence of his character, they cev- 
tainly deserve esteem and should receive the encour- 
ageing smile of all. But if they make high pretensions 
to sanctity, while they exhibit none to the world, they 
should be stripped of their assumed virtues, and expos- 
ed in their native deformity. It is hoped these remarks 
may ease many a burthened heart, whose troubles have 
been increased by those who should console by pouring 
oi] and wine into the lJacerated soul, and causing the 
weeping eye to smile. Let no one suppose himself a- 
bandoned of God in the day of grief, for although Christ 
was a man of sorrow and acquainted with grief, yet be 
was not forsaken of God, Be careful diligently to con- 
sider your case, and permit no miserable comforters and 
plysieians of no value to obtrude on the sacredness of 
sorrow. Firmly relying on the eternal merey of your 
heavenly Father, suffer uot the rebukiugs of a false tea- 
cher to mar the serenity of your mind, or cloud its light, 
When you see any one attempting to agonize the feel- 
ings of the most delicate and sensitive in the hour of 
death or day of burial, you may know him to be a false 
teacher, for thus did not Christ. Eudcavour in all 
things to imitate the Redeemer. walk in the way of 
wisdom, improve your every virtue aud then rest in 
hope, for you have glorious prospects in the gospel.— 
Though your bodies may crumble into dust and ashes, 
yet the immortal spirit sears on high and enjoys the 
day-beam of heaven. Although earthiy delights are 
full of mutation and liable to be taken from us, our hea- 
venly inheritance is sure and exempt irom vicissitude. 
Let ws rejoicingly recollect that neither death, nor life, 
vor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor tings 
present, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor 
any other creature, shall be able to separate us from 
the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.— 
Having such great and precious promises in the testa- 
ment of our Lord and Saviour, let us not fear to die, 
but continually fear to do wrong in destroying our peace 
and the happiness of others by injudicious reprevings, 
or premeditated attempts to injure. Let us lean on the 
Lord for endless life, and trust no perishable arm o% 
dust for safety or salvation. Being assured that sitho’ 
we die, we shal] live again, let us wait with patience 
till our change come, when this mortal shall put on in 
mortality, and death be swallowed up of victory. 

The soul, of origin divine, 

God’s glorious image freed from clay, 

In heaven’s eternal spere shall shine, 

A star of day! 

The Sun is but a spark of fire, 

A transient meteor in the sky; 

The Soul, immorta: as its sire, 

Shall never die. 
HERMES, 





consolate woman was followiug the breathless remains 
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